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Claydon

Remembrance Day Newsletter

Remembrance Day

Eunice Robinson #112, president@bcgs.ca

Until next month, happy researching!

If you don’t receive the email by the day before
the meeting, please contact info@ bcgs.ca for
assistance.
A free Zoom account is needed to join these
meetings.

A Zoom invitation to the BCGS Members Meeting will be sent to members,
so watch your inbox for the Zoom link, meeting number and password.

WEDNESDAY, November 10th
BCGS MEMBERS’ ZOOM MEETING

mailto:president@bcgs.ca
mailto:info@bcgs.ca
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NovemberNovember 10th MEETING10th MEETING

Presented by Colin MacGregor Stevens #5088Presented by Colin MacGregor Stevens #5088
1st half will be about researching World War I veterans1st half will be about researching World War I veterans

2nd half will be about researching their part in the capture of Vimy Ridge.2nd half will be about researching their part in the capture of Vimy Ridge.

Watch your inbox

for our very special

Remembrance Day issue

"Celebrating Our Veterans"

B C G S S P E C I A L E D I T I O N



REGISTER

BCGS members FREE •Non-members $25 per seminar
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Johanne Gervais,

Quebec Genealogical eSociety
Gervais-Laekas Services Quebec Family

Search

The Recap from Dave Obee's October 30th Seminar
will be in the December Issue

• Quebec Notarial Records
• Early New France

Census Records

Johanne Gervais
Saturday, Nov 27

https://www.bcgs.ca/store-2-1
https://www.bcgs.ca/fall-anniversary-seminars
https://www.bcgs.ca/fall-anniversary-seminars
https://genquebec.com/
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR FREE OR EMAIL HERE

https://www.surreylibraries.ca/events/how-care-family-documents-and-treasures?eventdate=Sat%20Nov%2027%20%7C%201:00%20pm
mailto:familyhistory@surrey.ca
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Alice Louise Marwood Fund (ALM Fund), which is dedicated to the upkeep
of the Library.

Return-It Centres

excess of $2,100

"how high can we go!"

Return-It Centre
604-502-9119

Alice Marwood Fund

$2,133.73
OCT 31

Drum Roll Please!

BCGS 2022 Membership Renewals

Thanks to all of you—
your generosity is
much appreciated.

Renew anytime up to December 31st and have a chance to win a prize!

FREE

Click here

by Bill Clayton, member #4439

https://www.bcgs.ca/renew-my-membership


Before I visited Islay for the first time, I had

been researching my family there for decades,

but there’s nothing like being there. I hoped

that when I set stepped in the places where

my ancestors had walked, I might be able to

find the place in Glenegedale where the

family had farmed for generations. Maybe

their home still stood. Perhaps members of

the family still lived there. But a short trip

there in 2010 disabused me of that notion and

a later visit filled in more details of what had

happened.  

In May of 1912, when Hugh Hunter died, he

was a joint tenant of the farm at Glenegedale.

He left his interest in the farm to his two

nephews, Lachlan and John Hunter. With the

outbreak of war, the eldest, Lachlan, stayed on

to run the farm. His brother, John, joined the

Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, as did

many of the men from that part of Islay. 

It was not hard to find out what happened to

John. His story was written in stone in a

Hunter gravestone in the Kilnaughton

Cemetery and his name, written as Cpl. J.

Hunter, appears on the cenotaph in Port Ellen,

third in the list of men from the parish who

made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War.

But wars affect more than those who go away

to fight. The people left behind not only

mourn the dead, but often have their lives

affected in other ways as well. Just how much

war affected the Hunter family, I found out

when I consulted the valuation rolls at the

Museum of Islay Life in Port Charlotte. The

valuation rolls for 1940-41 listed the house and 

farm at Glenegedale, 

with tenant or 

occupier as Western 

Isles Airways Ltd and 

the inhabitant or 

occupier as Lachlan Hunter. 

By 1943-44, no farm was listed. Instead the

entry was for the house and airport,

Glenegedale, the tenant now being Western

Isles Airways Ltd. and the inhabitant or

occupier, the Secretary of State for Air. 

An online search for the history of the airport

at Glenegedale resulted in a Wikipedia

article. The original air strip came about as

the result of Churchill’s order requiring

military airports to be set up on the islands in

western Scotland. The article further stated

that WWII saw a mind-boggling 1500 RAF

personnel stationed at the airport on Islay.

The influx of military personnel would have

greatly changed life on the small island of

Islay for the duration of the war. But for

Lachlan Hunter, who had been ousted from

the farm his family had worked for

generations, life had no chance of going back

to what it had been before the war.  The

farm, now under a runway, was another

casualty of war.
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Meg writes about history and genealogy
in A Genealogist’s Path to History

genihistorypath.blogspot.ca.  Read
more about her findings in her blog.  

by Meg McLaughlin, member #3847

The Sacrifices of War

The Museum of Islay Life

Islay cenotaph
in Port Ellen.

Close-up below.

http://genihistorypath.blogspot.ca/
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On the 26th September 1941, William
Frederick Reuben Harris (known as

Reuben), a farm boy from Southeast

Saskatchewan, answered the call of his

country to serve in the Second World War. He

was 23 years old. Two of his brothers, Reg

and Norman, had also signed up, leaving

their youngest brother Ralph to help out on

the farm.
   
Reuben trained throughout Canada in

Regina, Saskatchewan and Truro, Nova

Scotia, among other places.
   
He trained as a motor mechanic with the

Royal Canadian Army's Ordnance Corp

(RCOC), 3rd Anti-Tank Regt, 3rd, Canadian

Division. In February 1944, while he was in

Germany, he became part of the Royal

Canadian Electrical & Mechanical Engineers

(RCEME), which had just been formed.
   
In September of 1943, Reuben was deployed

to England and continued his training at

Aldershot, Hampshire, England. Luckily, his

mother’s family lived in nearby Horsell,

Surrey, so just a short bus ride would have

landed him with them.

Reuben’s older brother, Reg, also trained at

Aldershot. With the boys being so close to

their aunts, they certainly enjoyed the meals

they prepared for them. Reg only saw a

couple of days action before he was

captured during the Dieppe raid in August,

1942.  He spent 3 ½ years in a German POW

camp.
   
Reuben and the rest of his regiment were

happy as D-Day, as we call it today, was

approaching. We can only imagine what the

soldiers were feeling as they crossed the

English Channel to France; elation to 

finally be seeing action in Europe,

exhilaration, terror, anxiety. Probably all

the above!

Reuben landed on the banks of

Normandy with his regiment, the

Canadian 3rd Anti-Tank Regiment, at 

 about 4am on the morning of the June 7  

1944. He and his assistant Percy Hudson 

 stayed with the truck. To protect it from

the beach water of Normandy they

coated the engine with grease. 

My sister, Elaine, has kept notes from our

father. “We moved though Caan and up
the coast toward Boulogne-sur-Mer and
Calais. Then into Belgium, though Ghent
and Antwerp and into Holland. They
spent the winter of 1944 at Nijmegen-
oost in Holland. We had to stop because
the bridges had been blown up by the
Germans as they retreated.”

by Lorie Heshka #A5854, Affiliate Member,
Nanaimo Family History Society

“If it wasn’t for the war…..”
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In February 1945, the Allies launched

the great offensive (code name

Veritable) which was designed to

drive the enemy back over the Rhine

to bring about final defeat. The

Canadian Army was tasked with

clearing of the Reichswald Forest,

breaking the Siegfried Line, clearing

the Hockwald Forest defences and

closing up the Rhine.

“In March of 1945 we started moving into Germany though
the Reichswald Forest and the Hochwald Forest crossing
the Rhine River near Cologne. From there we moved north
on the Dutch German border up to the North Sea and
finally to the port Emden, Germany. This is where we were
when World War II was declared over on May 5, 1945. I spent
the summer in Holland and was sent home in Nov 1945. I
sailed back to Halifax on the Empress of Scotland, then by
train to Regina and home to the farm outside of Maryfield,
Saskatchewan, just days before my father died”

Reuben Harris (middle of back row), Percy Hudson (front row, second

from left) and Vic Marshall (back row , far left) became Reuben's life-

long friends.

Reuben with recovery vehicle somewhere in France.
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“If it wasn’t for the war, it was the best adventure a
Saskatchewan farm boy could ask for!”

ASK
HOW
YOU
CAN

VOLUNTEER
AND LEARN MORE ABOUT

GENEALOGY!
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by P. Michelle Caden,
Affiliate Member

#A5849,
Prince George
Genealogical Society

What's in a Name?
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I discovered that I had a Great Uncle who

was killed at the Battle of Fish Creek,

during the 1885 Northwest Rebellion. I also

found out I had many relatives who were

granted Scrip. Scrip provided a means to

fulfilling the terms of the 1870 Manitoba

Act – the outcome of negotiations between

the Manitoba Métis and Ottawa, following

the 1870 Red River Resistance. 
   
In British Columbia, Métis can self-identify,

so I have had a British Columbia Métis card

for many years, In Manitoba, you have to

prove Métis lineage. There have been a few

visits back and forth between my family

and my birth mother's family. I have a half-

sister and a half-brother who have passed

away. However, my birth mother has

provided only a little information about her

family history, and has never shared any

photos with me.

Ancestry.ca brought me one more

wonderful connection. I was contacted by 

a second cousin who saw my family tree on

Ancestry's website. She called and told me

more about my birth family than I could

have hoped for. We’ve talked many times,

and she’s shared photos, stories and so

much history. I could not have asked for a

better connection. 

The closing of Prince George Genealogical

Society is certainly devastating for Prince

George genealogists. I am grateful for the

assistance I’ve received and the

opportunity to join such a wonderful group

of people. My journey to find my heritage

took me so many years,  and I want others

to know that it’s important to continue

their research. It’s easy to become

frustrated and give up. When that happens,

don’t put aside all your hard work

permanently, Bring it out again to look at it

with fresh eyes. You’ll be surprised to see

you can move forward... slow and steady.

Battle of Fish Creek 1885, Manitoba—Creative Commons



Learn more at www.tfcg.ca

NOV 18 Scottish Marriage: Instantly Buckled

for Life

DEC 9 Customs, Traditions and Superstitions

CONFERENCE KEEPER

ConferenceKeeper.org

ADVERTISEMENT
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SCOTTISH SIG WEBINARS - FREE

Offered by the Scottish SIG of Ontario

Ancestors — All Webinars take place at

10am EST/ 7am PDT.

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL WEBINARS

http://www.tfcg.ca/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqdOCopzsoE90WvQhhSX5lH5LLnrQDkp_i
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqde6qrjsiGtLH8VNMeMvyLx4-Gx3Y0sm8
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrduuvrjkvHdM2gRNQJ8W915ByzBtxGIek
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrduuvrjkvHdM2gRNQJ8W915ByzBtxGIek
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
https://conferencekeeper.org/virtual/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
http://conferencekeeper.org/
http://conferencekeeper.org/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/


NOVEMBER
LEGACY FAMILY
TREE WEBINARS

CLICK HERE
FOR FULL DETAILS
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ADVERTISEMENT

QQUUAALLIICCUUMM BBEEAACCHH FFAAMMIILLYY HHIISSTTOORRYY SSOOCCIIEETTYY ––
22002211//2222 SSPPEEAAKKEERRSS SSEERRIIEESS

Holiday Foods and Your Family History
What foods does your family eat during the holidays? The answer to that might
bring up memories of what you ate as a child versus now. Food is an important
piece of our family history. This presentation will cover some of the stories
behind holiday foods and how you can document your family’s food history.

Gena Philibert-Ortega is an author, researcher, and instructor whose focus is
genealogy, social and women’s history. She holds a Master’s degree in
Interdisciplinary Studies (Psychology and Women’s Studies) and a Master’s
degree in Religion. Her published works include two books, numerous articles
published in magazines and online, as well as five editions of the Tracing Your
Ancestors series from Morsehead Publishing. She is the editor of the Utah
Genealogical Association’s magazine, Crossroads. Her writings can be found on
her blogs, Gena’s Genealogy and Food.Family.Ephemera as well as on the
GenealogyBank blog. She has presented to diverse groups worldwide
including the Legacy Family Tree Webinar series. Her current research includes
women’s repatriation and citizenship in the 20th century, foodways and
community in fundraising cookbooks, and women’s material culture.

Please CLICK HERE for registration
December 2, 2021 –7:pm PST (Zoom) with Gena Philibert-Ortega

$10 CAD for Non-members of the Qualicum Beach Family History Society

https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php
mailto:graphics@familyancestrees.com
https://philibertfamily.blogspot.com/
https://foodfamilyephemera.blogspot.com/
https://blog.genealogybank.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/holiday-foods-and-your-family-history-tickets-187946221207


The library is looking for volunteers!

Training and library familiarization will be provided.

Three military books from the library:

355 ‘ 973 JOH
“How to Locate
Anyone Who is or Has
Been in the Military”

355 ‘ 971 LAN
“The Military Nurses
of Canada”

355 ‘ 971.8 PAT
“Veterans of the
North”

D E P A R T M E N T S P A G E 1 7

Corrine Jubb #5215, BCGS Library Administrator
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This note in a corner of my newspaper 
 caught my eye last week:

"On October 7, 1901 Carillonneur
Percival Price was born in Toronto."

It described where he was trained and
how he had helped design the Peace
Tower Carillon in Ottawa. That is a lovely
bell tower, a joy to hear on special days.

I hadn't run across other notes about this
unusual occupation - Carillonneur, one
that belongs to prior centuries. There are
other occupations that are not seen in
current times, such as Couranteurs, who
worked in journalism, or Fabers and
Pargeters, who worked in the building 
trades.

Jobs have changed over the centuries, and
continue to do so in this century.

Do you have an ancestor who practiced a
occupation not seen nowadays ? Could you
share a story or anecdote about that
person with our members?

We look forward to reading your story -
please send it, and perhaps a picture to,
Journal@bcgs.ca 

Lynne Fletcher 
 eJournal Editor
#5353

Message from the BCGS eJournal Editor

Fraser Valley

Vancouver Island

Thompson/Okanagan area 

Lower Mainland

WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 

The four UELAC Pacific Region
Branches are here to help you
discover your Loyalist history.

We’d love to hear from you!

Find us at uelac.ca/branches/
 

mailto:journal@bcgs.ca
mailto:journal@bcgs.ca
https://uelac.ca/branches/


as I discovered detailed information about
two of my Connecticut ancestor families!
And I methodically checked through all
the books and journals for several of the
New England states, finding more
treasures with great information on my
mother’s early lines in the US. Definitely
worthwhile. Plus it was great to chat with
others, and share our finds!”

I found a book about the Irish rebellion of

1798 that included some of the trial

transcripts about the murder of my

ancestor’s sister. I learned that she was

murdered by three women and a young

man because she was an “orange whore”.
 

The most amazing discovery that day was

how enjoyable it was to share our finds

with each other as they happened. At this

time, when Zoom meetings and internet

research has become the norm, it was so

enjoyable to personally discuss ideas and

successes. It made Corrine and I realize

It was a small group but highly successful.

On Sept. 26, 2021, Corrine Jubb and I

hosted a workshop at the BCGS

Genealogical Library entitled, “Begin with

Books – Leave the internet at home.” The

workshop was created to address the

concern that family historians, especially

new ones, tend to think everything is on

the Internet. They feel that if it is not on

one of the major commercial genealogy

sites such as Ancestry.com,

FindMyPast.com and MyHeritage.com, the

information is not available. The workshop

was designed to show attendees that

there is much more available in the books

and other holdings available in the library.

 

The workshop started with a personal tour

of stacks of books and in-house databases

to show the attendees what is available for

their personal research. The BC

Genealogical Library is an affiliate of the

Family History Library in Salt Lake City. A

demonstration was given to show how the

affiliate version of FamilySearch.org gives

patrons free access to documents not

available from home. 

Cyndi Smith says, “I tend to do most of
my research online but decided to attend
the Begin with Books afternoon. As I was
browsing the books on Ontario, I
recognized an area my 3x Great
Grandfather had settled in the mid
1800’s. I took the book to the table and
opened it up to find to my surprise a write
up on the family and a photograph I had
never seen before of the family home. It
was a very successful day.” 

Celia Lewis loves libraries, she says, and is

a volunteer once/month. “It was a
pleasure to see how re-organized and up
to date our Library is. I brought several of  

that the workshop

should be a

regular event and

we plan to host

another one in

March 2022. 

my ancestors’
details with me to
research using
books/journals on
our shelves, and
I’m glad I was
prepared. I ended
up signing out 8
volumes of the
Connecticut
Genealogical
Society journal,
The Nutmegger,

Begin with Books - Leave the Internet at Home

March
2022

By Ann Buchanan #5583
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EXPLORING GENETIC GENEALOGY

Introductory DNA
Monday, November 1, 1 to 3 pm

ENGLAND
Thursday, November 11, 7 to 9 pm

SCOTLAND
Thursday, November 4, 7 to 9 pm

PRAIRIES
Thursday, December 2, 7 to 9 pm

ATLANTIC CANADA
Thursday, December 9, 7 to 9 pm

NEW FRENCH-CANADIAN

Tuesday, November 2, 7 to 9 pm

IRELAND
Thursday, November 18, 7 to 9 pm

WALES
Thursday, December 16, 7 to 9 pm

ONTARIO
Thursday, November 25, 7 to 9 pm

EXPLORING GENETIC GENEALOGY

Parental Puzzles (NPE)
Monday, November 15, 1 to 3pm

ADVANCED DNA
Tuesday, November 16, 7 to 9 pm

M O

EXPLO

TBA CHATS: coffeechat@bcgs.ca

—also known as Special Interest Groups [SIGs]

Coffee Chats on Zoom

mailto:sharonjmclayton@gmail.com
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:kim@tfcg.ca
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
mailto:sharonjmclayton@gmail.com
mailto:terrhart1@gmail.com
mailto:terrhart1@gmail.com
mailto:coffeechat@bcgs.ca
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November Celebration Days:

(sleep in!)

To-Do This Month:

50 Years Ago—November 1971




