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A friend sent me an email and asked ‘if

I remembered’. As I read through the

list, I did remember, rather vividly, 99%

of the memories. The comment

suggested that if I remembered these

items, then I might be ‘older than dirt’.

I don’t feel that old, for sure, but

reflected on how much our world has

changed since my youth.  

 

Take, for instance, communication

devices. When I was young, we didn’t

have a phone, then eventually we did

get one of those beautiful black wall

hung units – complete with party line.

So a suggestion:  using our friend

‘Google’, maybe search out a photo of

the old phone, and include in your

story. And then include a photo of your

latest communication device. 

How far we have come! Flashlights were

another separate device, but now our

phones have that feature built in. Music

can flow from your phone to a small

speaker that boasts big sound. How

many of you or your kids had one of

those huge ‘boom boxes’? We’re not

quite at the flying cars stage, but I’m not

sure I’m ready for a driverless one yet.

 

As the days get shorter, many of us are

turning back to our computers and

family research. Check out our Coffee

Chats schedule and register for our

upcoming 50th Anniversary seminars. 

If you have some spare time on your

hands, we have several interesting

projects you can help us with.

Message from the President
Eunice Robinson #112, president@bcgs.ca

Till next month, happy researching.

If you don’t receive the email by the day before the meeting, please
contact info@ bcgs.ca for assistance.
A free Zoom account is needed to join these meetings.

A Zoom invitation to the BCGS Members
Meeting will be sent to members, so watch
your inbox for the Zoom link, meeting
number and password. 

WEDNESDAY, October 13th 
BCGS MEMBERS’ ZOOM MEETING

mailto:president@bcgs.ca
mailto:info@bcgs.ca


REGISTER

BCGS members FREE •Non-members $25 per seminar

A N N O U N C E M E N T S P A G E 0 5

Eastern Europe;
• Finding Your Way
• Changing Borders

• Quebec Notarial Records
• Early New France

Census Records

Dave Obee
Saturday, Oct 30

Johanne Gervais
Saturday, Nov 27

https://www.bcgs.ca/store-2-1
https://www.bcgs.ca/fall-anniversary-seminars
https://www.bcgs.ca/fall-anniversary-seminars


Flashback In Time Personal Photo Organizing

Join us at the October zoom meeting to learn more
information about FlashbackinTime.ca services.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S P A G E 0 4

DEBORAH ROSS
PERSONAL PHOTO ORGANIZING

OCTOBER MEETING SPEAKER

http://flashbackintime.ca/


Thank you to Eunice Robinson for the presentation

developed by our own two professionals, 

Kim Kujawski and Linda Yip.

It was great information to consider when you are

thinking about hiring a pro to bust your brick wall!

THANK YOU TO BLAINE BETTINGER
A N N O U N C E M E N T S   P A G E  0 6

There were over 100 attendees! Blaine Bettinger is well known in

Genetic Genealogy as an author, speaker and creator of the Shared cM

Project. In his session on DNA’s Latest Developments, he presented an

expert’s overview of the evolution of YDNA, mitochondrial and

autosomal DNA testing. 
    
We learned ethnicity results over time are changing. Estimates at the

country level are much less accurate than those at the continental level.

He also cautioned about unexpected results for nonparental events

(NPEs) and unknown adoptions. He always advises people about these

potential surprises, prior to their agreeing to take DNA tests. 
   
Many testers have no interest in family history (they are after ethnicity

results), and frequently do not respond to our messages. He shared his

strategies to encourage replies and repeated (several times) that if we

ask anyone to test, we should be prepared to pay. 
   
In the later DNA Case Studies session, Blaine shared his background,

comparing and contrasted his results with testing companies. It was

interesting to see the analyses involved in complex situations that

involve half siblings and endogamy. Many of us can relate to Blaine’s

endogamy issues with the French Canadian branches of his tree!

Although I have been researching my family histories for over 40 years,

DNA has not figured prominently as a tool. I do check my DNA matches

from time-to-time, and have reached out to a couple of people, but

nothing more than that. I found Blaine’s presentation and explanations

very easy to understand and gave me a better background on the

usefulness of doing more research encompassing DNA. Showing the

comparisons, commonalities and differences between the various DNA

companies was very useful. The case studies presentation was also

interesting. I plan to delve into the DNA aspect more. I’m also really

looking forward to the BCGS cruise in September 2022 as a chance to

hear Blaine speak again. Until then, I’d better join our BCGS DNA Coffee

Chats to get more up to speed.

by Kathleen Graham, member #5735 – A more DNA experienced perspective

by Eunice Robinson - A less knowledgable perspective on DNA



We would love to feature Member's Voice, 
Small World Stories, and all the DNA Coincidences

you are willing to talk about! Email
newsletter@bcgs.ca or email President@bcgs.ca 

so you can tell us about it at the meeting!

The Memorial Benches project
has had a name change and
will now be known as the
Memorials Project. This name
change reflects the inclusion of
non-bench memorials, such as
a stone, picnic tables and road-
side crosses.

When taking photos of 
a memorial, aim for:

1.  Full view of the memorial 
2. Up close of the inscription

Please submit your photos with
details of the location to

benches@gmail.com

C O N N E C T I O N S

MEMORIALS
PROJECT

A N N O U N C E M E N T S   P A G E  0 7

Feature article photos, illustrations and images have been submitted by the writers. The material in this
newsletter may be reprinted unless otherwise noted. Please give appropriate credit to the original source.
Please feel free to pass on the newsletter to anyone who has an interest in family history – genealogy and/or
genetic genealogy.

mailto:newsletter@bcgs.ca
mailto:President@bcgs.ca
mailto:benches@gmail.com


Memberships (Individual & Affiliate Societies)
until end of 2021 are only $40.

Affiliate Society Membership Sale
Only $40 for the balance of 2021

Membership Sale
Only $40 for the balance of 2021

Alice Louise Marwood Fund (ALM Fund), which is dedicated to the upkeep
of the Library.

FUNDRAISING NEWS

$1,889.95

Return-It
Express Center 604.502.9119

2021 GOAL: $2,200

Thanks to all of you—
your generosity is much appreciated.

Alice Lou
of the Library.

$1,889

Expre

$1,889.95
SEP 26

A N N O U N C E M E N T S P A G E 0 8

https://www.bcgs.ca/affiliate-society-memberships
https://www.bcgs.ca/affiliate-society-memberships
https://www.bcgs.ca/affiliate-society-memberships
https://www.bcgs.ca/newmember
https://www.bcgs.ca/newmember
https://www.bcgs.ca/newmember
mailto:billclayton@shaw.ca


It’s strange what can trigger memories.

September’s BCGS meeting reminded me of

previous research I’d conducted into stories

of British Columbia’s past. The mention of

how non-white people were recorded in

things like hotel registers as just Indian or

Chinese rather than by name reminded me

of something I’d stumbled across when

researching Bowen Island’s past. 
   
In 1909, when Bowen Island was well on its

way to becoming a seaside destination for

people from Vancouver, the Daily Colonist of
August 17 and 18, 1909 carried stories of an

explosion in the dynamite factory on the

island. It was a deadly accident, according to

the report, which named the American man

killed, but the other men who died were only

described as four Chinese. That no names

were given in the report for the majority of

the men shows a lack of regard for those not

of the racial majority.

That wasn’t the only

thing that gave me

pause about the

incident, however. I

found it surprising that

there was a dynamite

plant operating so

close to a place that

was setting itself up to

be a peaceful resort, a 

retreat from the city in the summer. Not that

the August explosion in the dynamite plant,

or the one that happened seven months

later, seemed to put a damper on the plans

of the Terminal Steamship Company to make

Bowen Island into a successful picnicking

place for Vancouverites. 

Bowen Island grew as a resort and the

operations of the Terminal Steamship

Company were taken over by the Union

Steamship Company. Cottages were built

to accommodate those who wanted to

prolong their time on the island and, at a

time when many women stayed home

with the children, it became the custom

for some families to live in island cottages

during the summer, with the husbands

and fathers joining them for the weekend.

It was a history and way of life that, no

doubt, played out in other places.
   
Times have changed and those days are

gone. Steamships no longer ply the waters;

you can get to Bowen Island by boat or on

BC Ferries. It is still a tourist destination,

although it has become known as more of

a residential offshoot of Vancouver. But

those bygone days are not forgotten.
   
During my internship with Bowen Heritage,

I sometimes worked in one of their

cottages in Davies Orchard. There were

other cottages also standing at that time,

but no one was able to live in them. They

had deteriorated over the years, and didn’t

meet current building standards. 

Finding out that the cottages couldn’t be

lived in was a reminder of how different

standards were then, not only when it

came to our treatment of others, but also

how we lived ourselves.

F E A T U R E   P A G E  0 9

Meg writes about history and genealogy in 
A Genealogist’s Path to History

genihistorypath.blogspot.ca.  
Read more about her findings in her blog.  

by Meg McLaughlin, member #3847

Stories from BC's past

Bowen Island

http://genihistorypath.blogspot.ca/
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Mary See-em-ia was my Indigenous second
great-grandmother and the granddaughter of
Chief Capilano. She married two different
Hawaiians, Joe Nahanee and Eihu.

Kanaka Ranch

Leaving
Paradise Kanaka

Vancouver is Awesome CBC News

by Susan Garcia,
Nanaimo Family
History Society

See-em-ia & Eihu

Located between
Alberni and Robson
streets, runs from

Burrard Street to west
of Bute Street, and

from Jervis to Chilco
streets

·Located between
Pendrell and Davie
streets, and runs
from Burrard to
Denman streets.

https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/events-and-entertainment/west-end-laneway-naming-project-vancouver-2017-1935071
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/west-end-laneways-to-be-named-after-prominent-locals-1.4425573
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In 1890, the discovery of gold/copper ore on

the face of Red Mountain (and the five

stakes claimed by Joe Moris and Joe

Bourgeois) was the single most important

event in the history of Trail and the

Trail/Rossland area. This led to Rossland

becoming the premier mining center in

North America and the birth of what is now

the City of Trail.
   
In 1895, land was provided to F.A. Heinze of

Butte, Montana to build a smelter to treat

the Rossland ores. In 1898, the C.P.R.

purchased the smelter expanding its

production to include lead ores. The

smelter was a success, the town of Trail

grew, and the City of Trail was incorporated

in 1901.
    
In 1906 the smelter the War Eagle, Centre

Star, St. Eugene mines and the Rossland

Power Company amalgamated to form the  

Consolidated Mining and Smelting

Company of Canada Limited (CM&S). With

good management the smelter operations

solidified. In 1910 CM&S purchased the

Sullivan Mine in Kimberley, resulting in the

smelter relying primarily on lead/zinc ores

for its livelihood. World War I increased the

demand for lead and zinc, which lead to

Ralph W. Diamond being hired to develop

a process to treat the lead/zinc ores of the

Sullivan Mine. His research led to success

in treating zinc ore with the development

of the zinc electrolytic refining process.
   
During World War II, production at the

smelter was increased to assist with the

war effort. West Kootenay power plants

were expanded and CM&S participated in

the development of the atom bomb. 

The Post-war era brought development of 

The Story Behind a Postcard—History of Trail

BCGS POSTCARD COLLECTION
by Janice Kidwell, member #5033
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Smelter, and Trail Smelter) owned and

operated by Vancouver-based Teck

Cominco Metals Ltd. (renamed Teck

Resources) is the largest integrated  lead-

zinc smelter of its kind in the world.

The two featured postcards, sent in 1950 and

1951, were written by the same person who

was staying at the Crown Point Hotel. It
appears that he was writing to family

members while he was in Trail carrying out

inspections at the smelter and other plants. 

The stamp on both postcards portrays King

George VI. Both postcards were made in

Canada by Gowen Sutton Co. Ltd. in

Vancouver, BC.

Postcard #2 on the next page.

residential areas, as the Trail smelter grew to

become the largest lead/zinc smelter in the

world, and Trail became British Columbia's

fourth largest city.
   
Along with Silver City Days, parades,

Baseball and Hockey Championships there

were lots of festivities and local attractions

to enjoy throughout the year. The 1961 Trail

Smoke Eaters won the World Hockey

Championships and in 1995, the

community hosted the Babe Ruth World

Series for 16-18 year olds. The arrival of

Italian immigrants in the early 1900’s has

lent a distinctive character to Trail. 
   
The Teck Cominco Smelter (aka the Teck

Cominco Lead-Zinc Smelter, Cominco

For more information please go to the following websites.
http://www.trailhistory.com/ 

http://www.bcadventure.com/adventure/explore/kootenays/cities/trail.htm

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver,_British_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teck_Resources
http://www.trailhistory.com/
http://www.bcadventure.com/adventure/explore/kootenays/cities/trail.htm
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CROWN POINT HOTEL
The original Crown Point Hotel, located

on Bay Avenue and named after the

Crown Point Mine, was built in 1896 by 

S. E. Petersen who had come to Trail with

his family.
   
The original hotel had all the "modern"

conveniences and in the early days, was

often the centre of Trail's social life. At

one point it was demolished and the

current structure built in 1929. Through 

the years the hotel has had various owners

and undergone several renovations. It is now

named the Crown Columbia Hotel. 
    
It has been designated a heritage site by the

City of Trail Historical Society. On the

postcard displaying downtown Trail, the

hotel is situated centre-lef. The building

behind it is taller and looks like it has a small

structure on the top. 

History of Trail—continued

The  Newsletter team needs your stories!
Member's Voice, Small World Stories, and all the DNA Coincidences

you are willing to share! Please write something short
  (up to 300 words) and Email newsletter@bcgs.ca

CLICK on these links to learn more about the Crown Point Hotel
Crown_Point_Hotel_Trail_BC AND /crown-point-hotel-to-crown-columbia

mailto:newsletter@bcgs.ca
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMFZM3_Crown_Point_Hotel_Trail_BC
https://www.trailtimes.ca/community/crown-point-hotel-to-crown-columbia-where-it-all-began/
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Google has been recognized for many years as a great search engine 

for genealogy, but it is so much more! It also provides a number of other tools that 

can be of great help to family historians. 

In this presentation, we’ll examine several of these and

discuss how to:

– Carry your research with you and kick your research

into gear through collaboration on Google Drive.

– Meet up with those who are like-minded (and maybe

even related!) using Google’s social media tools.

– Use Google Earth to unearth information about

where your ancestors lived.

– Take advantage of its other tools to educate

yourself and to share the information you’ve collected

about your ancestors.

Pre-Registration required



Morning class Registration Link: Monday October 18th 2021—10am PST
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0pce-ppj8oHNej3ZcvUBeyphW-OCfpq95y




Evening Class Registration Link: Wednesday October 20th 2021—7pm PST
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvfu2uqjwtE9QA6FN4CzY7xXwIlCN4vdqR

This is an exceptional offering. We are so pleased that Mary Kozy

has consented to teach this class for us. It will be useful to both

beginners and those who are very experienced at family history.

Presented by the Surrey BC Family History Centre

Google and Its Genealogy Tools
with Mary Kathryn Kozy

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0pce-ppj8oHNej3ZcvUBeyphW-OCfpq95y
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvfu2uqjwtE9QA6FN4CzY7xXwIlCN4vdqR


REGISTER
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$20 USD per class, $55 USD for non-members for all three

https://skagitvalleygenealogy.org/judys-zoom-registration/
https://www.crgenealogysociety.ca/fall-virtual-seminar-nov-6th/


O C T O B E R
L E G A C Y F A M I L Y T R E E

W E B I N A R S

CLICK HERE FOR FULL DETAILS
17 free

W E B I N A R S & W O R K S H O P S P A G E 1 6

OCT 20

NOV 18

DEC 9

CONFERENCE KEEPER

ConferenceKeeper.org

SCOTTISH SIG WEBINARS - FREE

Offered by the Scottish SIG of Ontario

Ancestors — All Webinars take place at

10am EST/ 7am PDT.

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL WEBINARS

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES (UK)
Ongoing Talks, Webinars and Live Q & A’s

https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsceyoqT0pGdCgBhD8Yd8eSjYaZG104nbT
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsceyoqT0pGdCgBhD8Yd8eSjYaZG104nbT
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqdOCopzsoE90WvQhhSX5lH5LLnrQDkp_i
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqde6qrjsiGtLH8VNMeMvyLx4-Gx3Y0sm8
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrduuvrjkvHdM2gRNQJ8W915ByzBtxGIek
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrduuvrjkvHdM2gRNQJ8W915ByzBtxGIek
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
https://conferencekeeper.org/virtual/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
http://www.conferencekeeper.org/
http://www.conferencekeeper.org/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/research-events/


REGISTER
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https://www.crgenealogysociety.ca/fall-virtual-seminar-nov-6th/
https://www.crgenealogysociety.ca/fall-virtual-seminar-nov-6th/
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September 2021 Meeting–It was good to see you there!

BCGS — 50 Years Strong!

Ask how you can volunteer!
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P A C I F I C  R E G I O N

Fraser Valley

Vancouver Island

Thompson/Okanagan area 

Lower Mainland

WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 




The four UELAC Pacific Region
Branches are here to help you
discover your Loyalist history.

 

We’d love to hear from you! Find us at

uelac.ca/branches/



When I'm chatting with members, and
invite them to send along an article about
their family and its history, they often tell
me "my family is very ordinary, we don't
have anyone interesting to write about." 
   
I used to think my family was rather
'ordinary', too. Then one day, as I was
sorting some old pictures, I remembered a
comment from my father that Uncle Louis
was a rum-runner. As I wondered how to
check this story out, I checked through the 

few documents that I had for this side of
the family. All that I could be sure of is that
Louis had been born in Quebec, emigrated
to Alberta sometime in the 1910s, and
married an American woman named Mary.
There's a lot more research work to be
done before I can say that Louis was or was
not a rum-runner!

Do you have memories of your parents or
grandparents telling stories about their
family? Did these stories turn out to be
true? Could you share some of those tales
with us?

We look forward to reading your story!

Please send your story, and perhaps a
picture to, Journal@bcgs.ca 

Lynne Fletcher 
 eJournal Editor
#5353

Message from the BCGS eJournal Editor

https://uelac.ca/branches/
mailto:Journal@bcgs.ca


A library volunteer
2nd

Tuesday each month

J A N E S T R I N G E R

Catalogue Team
Leader

D E P A R T M E N T S P A G E 2 0

Corrine Jubb #5215,
BCGS Library Administrator

971.1 HAY–
British Columbia, a
New Historical Atlas

973 ATLAS–
Historical Atlas of the
United States

942 BAY–Town and
City Maps of the British
Isles 1800 – 1855

Historical Atlas of Ontario

mailto:library@bcgs.ca
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R979.4 / BAN by Hubert Howe Bancroft

CALIFORNIA PIONEER REGISTER
and INDEX 1542-1848

“…compilation extracted and
reassembled from the monumental seven
volume History of California”

“INHABITANTS OF CALIFORNIA, 1769-
1800.”

Abbott (Austin R)
Zimmerman (Bernard)

Adler (Lewis), 1846, German cooper who came
from Honolulu on the Euphemia. Clerk for
Leidesdorff and Dickson & Hay at S.F. [San
Francisco] in ’46-7, also owning a town lot. A
trader from ’48 at Son., where he still lived in
’85, at the age of 65. [Son. could be Sonoma]. Well worth the trip.

GENEALOGY GEMS & ODDITIES in our
BCGS Genealogical Library!

by Celia Lewis, #5183

http://www.familysearch.org/
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DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 1

DAY 4

DAY 3 MORNING

DAY 3 AFTERNOON & EVENING

SEA DAYS (2 & 7)
GENEALOGY

SEMINARS WITH

BLAINE BETTINGER
&

MARY KATHRYN KOZY

Sept 17-24, 2022

Luxury Travel Advisor
604-401-0484

robert@travelwithrobert.ca
Blog: luxurytravelwithrobert.wordpress.com

L T l Ad i

Report from Travel Advisor Robert Marcoux and Sharon Clayton, #5332

Robert Marcoux, our trusty Travel
Advisor, changed travel agencies last
month, after being sought by Vision

Travel. He is arranging our BCGS
Group’s move to the new agency.

Congratulations Robert!

Don’t hesitate to contact Robert –
his phone number remains the same

as before. Use this link for his
Travel with Robert Facebook page:

travelwithrobert.ca

Our September 2022 Alaska Cruise with Blaine Bettinger and Mary Kathryn Kozy has
attracted more potential cruisers who have recently joined our BCGS Cruise Facebook
group. At last count, the group has grown to 165 members. Click here for the GROUP

mailto:robert@travelwithrobert.ca
http://luxurytravelwithrobert.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/travelwithrobert.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/503171243562227
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EXPLORING GENETIC GENEALOGY

Introductory DNA
Monday, October 4, 1 to 3 pm

ENGLAND
Thursday, November 11, 7 to 9 pm

GERMANS FROM RUSSIA
Thursday, October 21, 7 to 9 pm

SCOTLAND
Thursday, November 4, 7 to 9 pm

USA
Thursday, October 14, 7 to 9 pm

BC
Thursday, October 7, 7 to 9 pm

FRENCH-CONNECTION

Tuesday, November 2, 7 to 9 pm

IRELAND
Thursday, November 18, 7 to 9 pm

CANADIAN PRAIRIES
Thursday, December 2, 7 to 9 pm

ATLANTIC CANADA
Thursday, December 9, 7 to 9 pm

WALES
Thursday, December 16, 7 to 9 pm

ONTARIO
Thursday, November 25, 7 to 9 pm

EXPLORING GENETIC GENEALOGY

Parental Puzzles (NPE)
Monday, October 18, 1 to 3pm

ADVANCED DNA
Tuesday, October 19, 7 to 9 pm

TBA CHATS: coffeechat@bcgs.ca

—also known as Special Interest Groups [SIGs]—

Coffee Chats on Zoom
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M O N T H L Y P A G E 2 4

October Celebration Days:

To-Do This Month:

50 Years Ago—October 1971




